
Minutes of Hitcham Parish Council meeting held on 

 Monday 10th January 2022 in Hitcham Village Hall commencing at 7.30pm 

 

Present:  Mr Allan Scott, Chairman; Mrs Pauline Squirrell; Mrs Wendy Crease; Mr Rob Whiting; 

Mr Robert Lindsay, County/Dst Councillor; Mrs Deborah Saw; Mr Malcolm Currie and Mrs 

Doreen Neun, Clerk/RFO  

 

1)  Apologies for Absence: 

None were received prior to the meeting 

 

2)  Declarations of Pecuniary Interest: 

None were reported 

  

3)  Minutes of Meetings held on Monday 8th November 2021 and Thursday 25th 

November: 

These were approved as being a true record of these meetings.  Proposed: Mrs Crease  

Seconded:  Mr Whiting 

 

4)  Matters Arising from Meetings held on 8th and 25th November 2021: 

a)  Neighbourhood Plan:  Mrs Saw had been in touch with Babergh’s liaison for Neighbourhood 

Plans.  She had forwarded more detailed information to Councillors and a copy of this has been 

kept on file and the information contained should be read in conjunction with these minutes.  

Babergh’s Local Plan is delayed by eighteen months which is to our advantage. This could mean 

that those with plans going through now may have to put in more houses.  Our plan could take 

up to two years and we will need a consultant to help.  When we have a Plan we will need to 

keep refreshing it and it has to match the Joint Local Plan which at the moment goes up to 2037.  

Houses that are not listed, but are important to the village should be noted and kept out of 

planning development.  Loss of local landscapes should also be noted.  The website should have 

a section for the Neighbourhood Plan.  If we do not do this the inspectors could throw the Plan 

out.  With regard to applying for grants it is best we wait until March when we should have 

decided our way forward.  Mrs Saw has started putting the survey together which must go to all 

residents.  This is for fact finding of what the village wants.   It was suggested that it could go 

out with the February Roundabout with a fixed return by date.   To get the best return it may be 

necessary to go from house to house to collect replies.  Mrs Saw was thanked for all her work 

she is doing on this. 

b)  Neighbourhood Watch Scheme (NWS):  Mr Scott had held a meeting on the 7th December 

for those interested which three people had attended.   The best way to run a NWS in Hitcham 

and to circulate information and police reports would be via a WhatsApp group.  Due to 

Hitcham being such a strung out village it would probably naturally split into small groups of 

houses looking out for each other. 

c)  Hitcham Welcome booklet:  Although it had been decided not to produce a booklet it was 

suggested that a letter be given to new residents with local details and where to find general 

information, including website and Hitcham Noticeboard, together with a footpath map.  

d)  Councillor co-option:   As no-one had requested an election Babergh has agreed the Parish 

Council can co-opt new councillors. 

e)  Tree Planting Scheme:  Rosemary Muntus has tried to raise enthusiasm for this scheme but  

there had not been much response.  Mrs Crease was happy to have three trees as long as 

permission was given by the owner of the land she wanted to plant them on.   The Drift could 

benefit from some new trees. The Platinum Jubilee committee could raise some publicity for the 

scheme.  Trees will be available all year but planting needs to be done by March or wait until 

next autumn. 
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f)  Platinum Jubilee:  The first meeting regarding this event is being held on 19th January.  It is 

hoped a representative from each village committee will attend and a provisional programme 

discussed.  Information will then be put out.   With regard to having a beacon made this was 

going to prove quite expensive.  A more accurate quote will be obtained for the Jubilee meeting. 

 

County/Dst Clllr Report: 

Cllr Lindsay report had already been forwarded to the Councillors and a copy will be kept on file 

with these minutes.  Cllr Lindsay expanded on his report as follows: 

1:  a) Neighbourhood Plan:  Mrs Saw had already covered most items in his report.   The 

inspectors are expected to pass the first part of the Joint Local Plan, without the key bits that 

lacked clarity, later this year for public comment.   Part one would mean the community had 

some environmental controls.  The second part covering the controversial aspects of the Plan 

will take over a year to finish.   For villages like Hitcham, who are drawing up a Neighbourhood 

Plan, a Joint Local Plan will probably be approved sometime this year, but the number of houses 

each village is required to allocate will not be known until the second part is approved.   There 

is a suitable area behind Causeway Estate but if it was available Highways would need to be 

sorted first.  A theoretical idea would be to buy the Dog House should it come on the market, 

knock it down to open up the area for access. 

b)  Babergh Car Parking charges:    Due to a Conservative member for the environment leaving 

the Conservative Group for the independents group over parking charges row, two more 

Conservative (who are against charges) have joined the cabinet.  A decision on parking charges 

has now been delayed till at least the next election in May 2023. 

c)  Babergh Cabinet system:   Babergh will be discussing whether to keep the current decision 

process, where they are made by 8-9 individuals appointed by cabinet leader, or change to a 

committee system.   Cllr Lindsay and the Green group approve of the committee system which 

gives proportional voting. 

d)  Suffolk CC budget proposals:  Suffolk CC are proposing to increase the council precept by 

4% for 2022-23, divided into 2% for general budget and 2% for social care.  They are having to 

dip into their reserves to meet this year’s budget deficit forecast. 

2:  Cllr Lindsay said that he has some locality money available to spend by end of March.   Let 

him know if he can help with half the cost of a  new Play Area entrance sign. 

3:  Cllr Lindsay was asked if he could look into the replacement of the two Causeway Estate 

street signs which have been damaged and are now missing. 

 

Police Report: 

Nothing had been reported in our area since last meeting. 

 

Community Play Area Report: 

a)  It was agreed that CIL money would be used to purchase the new ‘nest’ as required in the 

last inspection report.  Proposed;  Mr Whiting   Seconded;  Mrs Squirrell 

b)  It was agreed to allow Mr Clark use of any balance left in Play Area budget after expected 

maintenance costs taken out, as long as spending was approved by Parish Council. Any costs 

that would involve additional expense would be discussed by Parish Council first. 

c)  Mr Clark hopes to hold two Play Area work weekends.  One in March, one in April.   He will 

advertise the dates through Hitcham Noticeboard. 

 

Chairman’s Report: 

a)   There is now a full complement of volunteers for our Community Speedwatch.  It is hoped 

to get started again later this year.  The volunteers will have to do training with Rob Curtis first. 
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b)  Mr Whiting has moved the SID machine to the new post near The Ranch for the first time. 

c)  Data from the SID is now working and will need to be put up on the website again.  This data 

can also be added to the Neighbourhood Plan documentation. 
 

Correspondence: 

a)  A resident was concerned about the current state of Church Green.  Church Green is the only 

piece of land owned by the Parish Council and is historically used by those attending All Saints 

Church.  Unfortunately, the top peak of the grass is being worn away by turning vehicles.  It was 

suggested that this area could be roped off giving a little more room the cars to negotiate and 

allowing the grassed area to restore.  The matter will also be brought up at the next PCC meeting.  

b)  A suggestion from a resident that the first fifteen minutes of a Parish Council meeting be 

given over to residents’ questions, rather than them having to sit through the business section 

of the meeting if they did not want to, was felt to be a sensible idea. Other villages have adopted 

this idea.  It was agreed to try this from the May 2022 Parish Council meeting. 
 

Planning Matters: 

a)  Araucaria, The Causeway:  Full planning permission has been granted for severance of garden 

and erection of detached single storey dwelling and double garage. 

b)  Monram Cottage, Water Run:  Planning permission has been granted for the erection of one 

and a half storey side extension with rear balcony.  

c)  Land North of Lower Farm Barn:  Consent has been granted for advertisements to be placed 

back on the temporary site boundary hoardings. 

The Clerk will inform the Planning Department of the Parish Councillors reactions to the following 

applications: 

a)  Environmental Impact Assessment Scoping Option re. Bury St Edmunds to Colchester water 

pipeline scheme:   The plans of where the pipeline will go were discussed.   Farmers whose land 

is involved are already aware and the actual position of the pipeline would not actually affect the 

village itself.  No objection was raised for this part of the scheme. 

b)  Sannox, Bury Road: Application for single side ‘porch’ extension to existing dwelling:  After 

discussing plans no objection was raised to this application. 

c)  Hitcham Hall, Church Lane:  Addition of external lighting to new barn:   This application was 

discussed at length with serious concerns including light pollution, environmental issues, 

necessity as only a storage barn and how it would affect neighbouring properties.   The lighting 

would also have to be on a sensor system. 

d)  Hitcham Hall entrance slope to new barn from TheStreet:   Even though reassurance had 

been received from Mr & Mrs Howse that the slope had passed all Highways Safety Regulations 

there are still concerns about its safety.  It was agreed to write to the Planning and Highways 

departments insisting on a site visit to clarify that the slope and splay will not cause a danger to 

those using it or to anyone passing  by on the B1115.  The slope does not appear to conform to 

the architects drawing and there is no drainage onto The Causeway.  Drivers having to stop and 

get out of their vehicle to open the gates at top of slope could also cause a problem.   
 

Finance Report: 

a) The RFO had forwarded the current budget and cash book statements to the Councillors.  The 

current bank balances as at 1st January 2022 were: 

 Hitcham Parish Council a/c    £14,315.22      Statement No.50  1.2.22 

  Exc. Unpresented cheque 440   -£45.00       replacement defibrillator batteries 

Hitcham Community Play Area a/c   £688.33     Statement No.27  1.2.22 

    Exc. Unpresented cheque 140     -£143.33     Play Area maintenance Oct/Nov’21 
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b)  It was agreed that the delayed donation of £1,500 to the Village Hall can now be made.  This 

will be used to help with the cost of the new roof as the reason for the original donation, the 

necessary expansion of the car park, has been put off indefinitely due to the roof replacement 

cost and Covid 19 consequences. 

c)  Following discussion and in consideration of the current financial climate it was agreed to 

increase this year’s precept to £8,183 from last year’s £7,267.  This will mean that Council Tax    

invoices will show £26.26 against the annual parish payment item on a Band D property invoice.  

Cost will alter for lower or higher band properties.  This is an increase of 6.10% on the 2021/22 

figure.  Proposed:  Mrs Crease  Seconded:  Mrs Squirrell 

d)  Following agreement on the precept and bearing in mind discussions held at the last meeting 

it was agreed that there would be no changes to the current budget going forward into 2022/23.  

Proposed:  Mr Scott   Seconded:  Mr Whiting 

e)  The current Risk Assessment was approved as being appropriate for 2022/23.  Proposed:   Mr 

Scott   Seconded:  Mrs Squirrell 

f)  Approval was given for Mrs Neun to continue as RFO for the coming year.   Proposed:  Mr 

Scott  Seconded:  Mrs Crease 

g)  The following payments were approved and cheques drawn accordingly: 

 Hitcham Parish Council a/c: 

  Chq 439:   Mrs D Neun              £384.90      Clerk’s 1.10-31.12.21 salary + stamps 

        440:   Defibrillator fund          £45.00     New defibrillator batteries   

        441:   Mrs W Crease              £68.00     Roundabout delivery expenses   

        442:   Mr P Marshall               £15.00     Roundabout delivery Dec’21 

        443:   Hitcham Village Hall      £24.00     Village Hall hire 7.12.21 

 Hitcham Community Play Area a/c 

             Chq 156:   Tye Farm Contracting  £143.33    Nov/Dec’21 Play Area maintenance 

        157:   Mr S Clark                    £50.92    Hedging & cleaning materials 

        158:   G H Squirrell & Sons    £300.00    Annual Play Area land rent 

                            

Any Other Business: 

a)  There is concern about the state of the road outside the new development.   Due to the 

recent wet weather the road becomes covered in mud as construction vehicles enter and leave 

the site.   The council were asked to contact the builders and request them to clean the road 

when this happens 

b)  Following the closed meeting held earlier this evening to discuss the co-option of new 

councillors, Mr Scott formally asked Mr Currie if he would take up the post of Parish Councillor 

at least until the next election in 2023.  Mr Currie agreed.  He had previously been approached 

and was prepared to take on the office of a co-opted Parish Councillor.  The Clerk will obtain any 

necessary paperwork that needs completion and inform Babergh of Mr Currie’s appointment. 

Mrs Saw had also confirmed that she would be prepared to be co-opted, which was greatly 

appreciated, but after discussion earlier it was felt that as she was kindly taking on the 

Neighbourhood Plan process that to ask her to get involved in further Council business would 

not be fair.   The Neighbourhood Plan involves a huge amount of work over an extended period.   

Mrs Saw was therefore asked to be the Neighbourhood Plan co-ordinator reporting back to 

Councillors whenever necessary.   Mrs Saw would, however, be kept informed of Parish matters 

and be sent agendas and minutes of all meetings. 

 

Date of Next Meeting: 

This will be on Monday 7th March commencing at 7.00pm in the Village Hall followed by the 

Annual Parish Meeting at 7.30pm.  
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