
Minutes of Hitcham Parish Council meeting held on Monday 8th November 2021 

in Hitcham Village Hall commencing at 730pm 

 

Present:  Allan Scott, Chairman; Pauline Squirrell; Wendy Crease; Rob Whiting; County/Dst  

Cllr Robert Lindsay; Doreen Neun, Clerk/RFO and two residents 

 

1)  Apologies for Absence: 

These were received post meeting from Mr Hubbard having been held up at a hospital 

appointment. 

    

2)  Declarations of Pecuniary Interest: 

None were reported 

 

3)  Minutes of Meeting held on Monday 13th September 2021: 

These were approved as being a true record of this meeting.  Proposed: Mrs Crease  Seconded:  

Mr Whiting 

 

4)  Matters Arising from Meeting held on 13th September 2021: 

a)  Neighbourhood Plan:  Mr Scott had spoken to Mrs Malachi who is willing to take this on 

although she would need some help as there is a lot of work to be done.   A sub-committee with 

different skills would be required.  There is £3,000 in the budget and grants up to £10,000 are 

available which would allow us to employ professional help. 

 Mrs Malachi joined the meeting and explained what had been happening.  In 2011 the 

Government wanted local communities to be more involved in the evolution of their villages so 

asked them to have a Neighbourhood Plan.   However, very few completed the process.   Any 

plan should focus on principles such as what development would be wanted.  Also transport, 

infer structure, energy, landscape, tree protection, views, etc. could be discussed.  Village history 

and ecology with the help of an archivist would also be useful.  A key element is community 

engagement which would start with a questionnaire which would be collected in.  A vision for 

the village could be included in this questionnaire. Hitcham Noticeboard could be used to help 

with this.   Exhibitions could be held.   The village has to vote for a plan with a good proportion 

of voters and there has to be evidence of recommendations.  Need to ensure any 

recommendations match with Babergh’s Joint Local Plan.    Interviews could be held with local 

residents including those involved in business and the shop.  With a Plan, a 40mph limit from 

start of village from Stowmarket maybe more accessible  

Mrs Malachi hoped to devise a structure for the plan; work with people to get things done and 

have a time line which would be stuck to.  Mr Scott was happy to work with her on a Plan.   

b)  Neighbourhood Watch Scheme:  Mr Scott was proposing to hold a meeting on either the 

30th November or 7th December regarding this.   At the moment half a dozen people were 

interested but once date is fixed he will advertise the meeting to encourage others to come 

forward. The Scheme will probably be run through a WhatsApp group.   

c)  Councillor’s Co-option:  The Clerk has a notice which needs to be displayed asking 

residents if they would like an election.  If less than ten respond to Babergh Elections department 

then co-option can take place.  The Clerk will confirm Mr Morgan’s resignation with Babergh. 

d)  Tree/wild flower planting scheme:  It was felt that there was not a suitable piece of land 

to plant seventy trees as had been suggested.  However, farmers are doing re-wilding.  There is 

a concern that if a copse is planted who is going to maintain it.   The saplings will have to be 

watered, kept clear of grass at their base and generally maintained for at least two years.   Local 

farmers could be approached to see if they have any spare land they would be happy to have 
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trees planted on.  Residents could be asked to plant a tree on their private land.  These trees 

can be obtained for free and it was suggested that the Parish Council could provide a plaque for 

each of these trees saying when planted and for whom.  This planting scheme could go towards 

the Neighbourhood Plan.    Someone is needed to take the tree scheme on and Mr Scott will 

speak to Rosemary Muntus about considering to do this. 

e)  Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Committee:  Mrs Squirrell will be representing the Festival 

Committee.  Mr Scott and the Clerk may represent the Parish Council.  A meeting is needed 

before Christmas to start the organisation process. 

f)  Hitcham Welcome Pack:  The Clerk had found a copy of the original pack and it was felt 

that it was not helpful as information it held changed regularly.   The village website, Hitcham 

Noticeboard, the new Roundabout and the internet could provide almost all the information new 

residents would want. 

 

5)  County and District Councillor’s Report: 

Cllr Lindsay went through his report which covered the following items.   A copy of his report will 

be kept on file. 

a)  The Babergh Mid Suffolk Joint Local Plan has been delayed for six to nine months due to the 

government inspector’s hearings found three problems with it: 

i. Question marks over the Mid Suffolk gipsy and traveller site provision 

ii. Explanations required over the provision and retention of open space. (Relates to Bell 

Vue Park being sold to housing developer) 

iii. Explanation required for the reasoning for the council’s housing site allocations. 

Babergh’s official line is that this delay is a common occurrence, but it does mean that protection 

from new development, outside allocation areas, has been delayed further.  This should not delay 

the progress of a Neighbourhood Plan. 

b)  Babergh is still beating it’s 5-year housing development quota.  This means that is has built 

6.86 years worth of housing this year, up from 6.75 last year.  This gives protection against 

opportunistic developments that do not fit the local plan. 

c)  The County Council has apologised to parents after SEND report found a number of big 

failings. Lincolnshire County Council who undertook the report made a series of 

recommendations which the Council have accepted.  These included hiring specialist consultants 

to help review all their case work, ensuring that better health and care plans for children are 

drawn up and also ensuring that they share information with health service colleagues. 

d)  Road closures and signage:  There is now a dedicated cabinet member dealing with joint 

utility companies who were felt to be more at fault than Highways.   During last year there were 

65,000 applications for road closures which equated to about 200 a day.  Also, 20% of road 

closures had signage which was not up to standard.  Due to the high volume of roadworks 

Highways could only check a small number of them for correct signage. 

e) Following full cabinet meeting in September Babergh had unanimously agreed to investigate 

changing from a cabinet system to a committee system following a proposal by Cllr Lindsay.  This 

change will allow all councillors to have a say not just those in the cabinet.  A cross party working 

group will report back with options on this in the New Year. 

f)  Babergh full council rejected a proposal to increase pay for chief executive strategic director 

and the eight assistant directors.  It was felt that all council staff’s salaries should be reviewed 

together not just senior staff. 
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g)  Babergh full council had agreed to join the Considerate Constructor Scheme and also a 

Green/Conservative motion on moving towards adjustable LED lights of different colours from 

white to avoid affecting wildlife. 

 

6)  Police Report: 

Nothing specific to report. 

 

7)  Community Play Area Report: 

Sam Clark gave a report on the Play Area Survey he had undertaken and handed out his report 

of the findings.   He had received fifty-nine responses which was a very good result.  A copy of 

the report will be kept on file.   Mr Clark had met with Mr Whiting and was quite happy to work 

with the Parish Council on the upkeep of the Play Area.   He would also like to meet with the 

contractor who looks after the Play Area maintenance.  He hopes to set up some work days and 

get more residents involved in helping with the Play Area upkeep.    It was agreed there would 

be funding available.   Mr Clark was thanked for his interest. 

 

8)  Chairman’s Report: 

a)  Mr Scott reported that he had updated the Accessibility Policy on the village web site. 

b)  There is a remote possibility that there may be a local energy plan with grant funding 

available.  This could enable solar panels to be put on the hall roof.  It would be something to 

include for consideration when looking at the Neighbourhood Plan.   Mr Scott is a member of the 

Mid Suffolk Innovation Board and has links he could follow up. 

c)  Community Speed Watch:  The new volunteers had been asked to fill in the application form 

and to sign up, although a couple more people would be helpful.   Mr Whiting was thanked for 

looking after the SID and keeping it operational.   Data can now be recorded from the SID. 

 

9)  Correspondence: 

a)  A resident had confirmed what Cllr Lindsay had reported, that following a proposal from Cllr 

Leigh Jamieson that Babergh become a Partner Organisation to the national Considerate 

Constructors Scheme.  This was passed by whole Council. This means that Babergh will 

encourage all developers to register their sites with the Scheme at the planning stage.  This 

means there will be experts available to resolve any disputes for Parish Council and residents. 

b) Following concern from a resident the Clerk had written to the owners of Hitcham Hall with 

regard to the slope at the new entrance to their property on the Causeway.   It was felt that the 

slope maybe too steep to comply with Highways regulations.  A response had been received with 

assurance that the slope is in line with the planning application but if there were still concerns 

the contractor would be happy to talk to the Parish Council. 

c) The Sudbury and District Citizens Advice Bureau had sent their annual Impact Report.   

d) A resident had contacted the Parish Council asking them to issue a statement on dog fouling 

and behaviour.   There had been an increase in complaints on Hitcham Noticeboard regarding 

people not clearing up after their dogs and dogs not being under proper control.  Dogs running 

off the lead have also been entering gardens of houses and this is not appreciated by those who 

live there.   Farmers had also had to remind dog walkers that they must stick to designated 

footpaths and not use the margins of fields which are given over to rewilding.  Even the farmers 

are not supposed to use them except when maintaining them at certain times of the year.  The 

Clerk will compose a strong reminder to go on Hitcham Noticeboard about this. 

e)  Suffolk County Council is undertaking a review of recommended lorry routes cross the county. 
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Parishes and Town Councils are being asked for comments on the review and the Clerk has 

details of the link should anyone want it.   The review closes on 17th December. 

f)  Babergh and Mid Suffolk Councils are inviting responses to a draft Housing Land Supply 

Position Statement which will test the robustness of housing land supply information and 

evidences relating to the delivery of sites.  The consultation will end on the 17th December and 

the Clerk has the relevant information for those who wish to respond. 

The Clerk has already forwarded information regarding the previous two items to Councillors. 

g)  Further information had been received from the Village Hall Committee regarding the Queen’s 

Platinum Jubilee celebrations and circulated to interested parties.  The most important thing, as 

mentioned in Matters Arising, is to get a committee together from all local groups. 

 

10)  Planning Matters: 

a)  Now that meetings were being back to being held face-2-face it was agreed that planning 

meetings should go back to being held in the village hall. 

b)  The following applications and decisions had been forwarded to Councillors as they had been 

received: 

i)  Church Cottage, Church Lane:  the application for construction of additional dormer window 

matching the existing dormer had been refused. 

ii)  Eastwood Farm, Battisford Road: the application for a new domestic garage/workshop with 

storage over, replacing existing static caravan (to be removed) for ancillary use with the new 

dwelling under construction has been granted. 

iii)  Fen Farm, Fen Lane: the application for erection of one and a half storey office building had 

been granted. 

iv) The Old Guildhall, Church Lane:  discharge of conditions regarding roof repairs had been 

received. 

v)  Land North of Lower Barn Farm:  discharge of conditions regarding hard surfaces had been 

received. 

vi)  Hillcrest, Cross Green:  application for erection of single storey side extension had been 

withdrawn 

vii)  Monram Cottage, Water Run:  Application for erection of one and half storey side extension 

with rear balcony.    After discussing the application and viewing the plans no objections were 

raised. 

viii)  Fen Farm, Fen Lane:  Application for replacing twenty existing single glazed windows with 

double glazed windows.  After discussion there were no objections to this application. 

 

11)  Finance Report: 

a) The RFO had forwarded the current budget and cash book statements to the Councillors.  The 

current bank balances as at 1st November 2021 are: 

 Hitcham Parish Council a/c    £19,161.55      Statement No. 47 

     Including Income £5,098.99  CIL payment from Babergh District Council 

     

 Hitcham Community Play Area a/c    

    All cheques cleared                 £261.74      Statement No. 23 
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b)  It was agreed to transfer £1,000 from the Hitcham Parish Council account to the Hitcham 

Community Play Area Account to increase account funds to cover future costs.  (Chq 428) 

c)  The following payments were approved and cheques drawn accordingly: 

 Hitcham Parish Council a/c 

 Chq  421 Hitcham Village Hall  £96.00      Hall hire x 4 Sept’21 – March’22 

          422 Mrs D Neun           £375.00      Clerk’s salary 1.7. – 30.9.21 

     423 Janice Gant                 £57.00     Village Hall defibrillator new pads 

  424     Janice Gant  £205.96     Village Hall defibrillator new batteries 

  426   Mr P Marshall    £30.00     Roundabout delivery Oct/Nov’21 

 Hitcham Community Play Area a/c 

 Chq   155     Tye Farm Contracting   £214.99   Play area maintenance July-Sept’21 

d)  The annual S137 payments were discussed and it was agreed that payments of £100.00 

would be made to the following and cheques 429-438 would be drawn accordingly: 

 EACH 

 East Anglian Air Ambulance 

 St Nicholas Hospice Care 

 St Elizabeth‘s Hospice 

 Headway Suffolk 

 Mid Suffolk Citizens Advice Bureau 

 Suffolk Accident Rescue Service 

 Avenue East 

 Stowmarket & Area Food Bank 

 Homestart in Suffolk 

e)  It was also agreed the annual S137 payment of £1,500 would be made towards the upkeep 

of All Saint’s Church grounds.  Cheque 427 for this amount would be drawn accordingly. 

f)  Wendy will get small gifts for those residents who kindly deliver copies of Roundabout to 

outlying addresses that Mr Marshall is unable to do. 

g)  The budget was discussed but Councillors wanted to spend more time considering it and 

the final approval will be made at the January meeting before the Precept is confirmed. 

h)  It was agreed to continue to accept the generic Finance Policy and Standing Orders for a 

further twelve months.   Proposed: Mrs Crease    Seconded:  Mrs Squirrell 

to hold this over till the next meeting. 

j)  The RFO had investigated the following policies which should be included on the web site.   

 NALC Data Protection  NALC GDPR Tool Kit 

 ICO Freeedom of Information Act 

 Bullying and Harassment Policy 

 

Questions to the Chair: 

a)  Mrs Malachi wanted to remind the Councillors that a mobile library still visits three sites in 

Hitcham once a month on a Wednesday but it is not much used.   This could be due to lack of 

information about it.   The County Council will be looking at library funding in 2022 and it could 

decide to curtail the mobile library service.  It would be helpful if a note about the service was 

put in the Roundabout and she was happy to do this and put a note of times, dates on the 

Parish Noticeboard. 

 

Date of Next Meeting: 

This is already arranged for Monday 10th January 2022, 7.30pm in the Village Hall  
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