
 
Minutes of Hitcham Annual Parish Meeting held on Monday 11th March 2019 

held in the Village Hall commencing at 7.30pm 
 

Present:  Allan Scott, Chairman; Pauline Squirrell; Wendy Crease; Jim Morgan; Rob Whiting,  
               County Cllr Robert Lindsay; District Cllr Michael Creffield; Doreen Neun, Parish Clerk; 
               Chris French (on behalf of USAF 447 Squadron) and five residents 
 
Apologies for Absence: 
These were received from Brian Hubbard 
 
Minutes of Annual Parish Meeting held on Monday 12th March 2018: 
These were signed as being a true record of that meeting.  Proposed:  Rob Whiting.  Seconded: 
Pauline Squirrell. 
 
Matters Arising from Annual Parish meeting held on 12th March 2018: 
There were none. 
 
County Councillor’s Report: 
Cllr Lindsay gave his report covering the following points.  A full copy of his report will be filed 
with these minutes: 
a)  School bus cuts: Cllr Lindsay’s group had opposed this, but it is nevertheless being 
implemented from this September.  Catchment areas are so far being retained for school 
admissions policy but ‘nearest school’ will apply for free school bus. 
b)  Highways:  Some of the jobs that he had been urging Highways seem to have slipped, but 
the new cabinet member for Highways seems more pro-active.   A new pot-hole repair policy had 
been put in place which seemed more efficient.  Mark Ash is new head of Highways and it is 
hoped he will make further improvements. 
c)  Pension Fund Risk:  Whilst sitting on pension committee Cllr Lindsay has been pushing for a 
reduction in risk of ‘stranded assets’ and to go from holding a high proportion of fossil fuel shares 
and to transfer some of its assets to a low carbon fund.  The committee had agreed to look into 
this. 
d)  Leadership Change:  The previous Conservative administration leader had been voted off 
during year and the new leader is Matthew Hicks who is less confrontational.  He has set up ad 
hoc ‘policy development panels’ which are working well.  After Cllr Lindsay brought pressure to 
bear the Suffolk Public Sector Leaders’ group is now meeting in public with agendas and minutes 
published. 
e)  Special Educational Needs:  Cross party input and support helped Conservatives agree to 
invest £45m over the next five years to create new SEN places within the Country.  However, the 
county has just failed its SEND inspection again due to a lack of coordination between health 
care professionals and educationalists. 
f)   Citizens Advice:  Suffolk administration has decided to cut the entire CAS grant over the next 
two years.  This was an extremely controversial decision and Cllr Lindsay and his group had 
spoken out against it at every opportunity.   
g)  Climate Emergency – Greenest County:  There is no councillor-driven move to cut carbon or 
to set up a group looking to derive new sources of income from, for instance, the booming field 
of renewables and renewable storage.  Cllr Lindsay and his Green colleagues are proposing a 
motion to do just that at the next full council meeting later this month.  
 
                                                                                                          Cont…. 



2/cont….(APM 11.3.19) 
 
h)  Water Run/Finborough Road speed limit:  Cllr Lindsay has told Highways about the unusual 
frequency of accidents on this stretch of road, which is basically an accident black spot, and 
asked them to examine whether we meet the criteria for a reduction in speed limit to 40mph on 
the section of road north of the end of the current 30mph zone at the bridge.  They are 
investigating and will get back to him. 
 
Cllr Lindsay wished Hitcham Parish and its resident all the best for the following year 
 
District Councillor’s Report: 
Cllr Creffield gave the following report: 
a)   From last year the District Councillors have moved from Hadleigh and Needham Market to 
Endeavour House in Ipswich.  The old office building and its adjacent land in Hadleigh is to be 
developed into flats and houses. 
b)  Boundary review:  What was known as Brett Vale is now North West Cosford and will include 
Hitcham/Brettenham/Bildeston/Wattisham Village plus Preston St Mary/Monks Ely/Kettlebaston.  
Prior to this year’s May elections every house will receive a letter telling them which polling 
station they will use as some may have changed.  Cllr Creffield will not be standing this time so 
there will be a new Conservative District Councillor announced who will contest the May election. 
c)   With the A14 being redeveloped at various junctions our MP, James Cartlidge, has attended 
several meetings concerning this important road. 
d)  A consultation is being held with regard to a new parking plan for Babergh. However, there 
will be no increase in charges. 
f)  Joint Local Plan:  There will be changes to this with consultations coming up.  Any decisions 
will be delayed until after the May elections. 
g)  There has been better Broadband brought to Suffolk this year with connections to new 
houses.  For those who require better Broadband they should contact their provider on how to 
get improved service. 
h)  Causeway Estate:  It had been left to the Parish Council to arrange a meeting with residents, 
but this has not happened yet.  Highways has no money to help with parking problems.  If 
needed the police will attend should emergency vehicles have access issues.  It was felt that a 
solution was needed as soon as possible and the Parish Council should take action on this.  The 
police and Paul Gant could be invited to the meeting which should be widely advertised. 
i)  Mr Scott thanked Cllr Creffield for the work he has done for the Parish whilst in office. 
 
Police Report: 
Unfortunately, no police representative was available.  Due to cut backs visits by police can only 
be undertaken every other year. 
 
Chairman’s Report: 
a)  Mr Scott firstly introduced Chris Frost who was going to speak to the meeting on his 
involvement in helping to organise the memorial erected to the members of the US bomber plane 
which came down locally during WW11 and who are interred in Hitcham churchyard. 
b)  With regard to the forthcoming Parish Council election in May there is the possibility that a 
couple of Councillors may stand down.  We are, therefore, asking for anyone who is interested in 
joining the Parish Council to come forward.  Mr Scott and the Clerk can provide details of the 
nomination process and the work of the Parish Council. 
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c)  Mr Scott then gave examples of what the Parish Council had done during the year: 
    i)   The Speedwatch gun’s batteries are not working.  This needs to be sorted and Bildeston  
         has the information we need to achieve this. 
   ii)   Even though we have the Speed Indicator Sign in place for use on three poles, one at  
        south end of the village, one near the shop and one outside Tudor House, there is no  
        pole at the north end of the village.  We need to ask Highways if the speed limit can be  
        reduced from the first Hitcham sign to 40mph.  This takes in the junction with Wattisham  
        Road which has seen several accidents, one fatal, in recent years.   
  iii)  This year’s Play Area inspection raised only a few minor issues.  The grass areas have been  
        cut and we have a new maintenance contractor.  The question of installing some adult  
        fitness equipment is being looked into. 
 iv)   Over the next couple of years we will be looking at drafting a Neighbourhood Plan.  This 
       takes a lot of work and could be very expensive but there are grants available.   The whole  
       Parish has to be engaged and this will include a community survey.  If we can obtain a  
       Neighbourhood Plan we can tell the District and County Councils what we want or don’t  
      want in Hitcham within the limits of a Plan.   We can challenge a Council or developer who  
      want to put up any houses.  If we join with other villages who want a Neighbourhood Plan  
      the grants would increase 
 
Finance: 
a)  The RFO, Mrs Neun, reported that at the end of this financial year we will be taking forward 
approximately £8,300 and a precept of £7,500 had been requested. 
b)  A budget had been put aside for a second defibrillator which it is hoped will be sited on The 
Ranch. 
c)  Last year’s audit had raised only a couple of comments and recommendations, but no serious 
queries.  This year the audit procedure has changed and Suffolk Association of Local Councils will 
now be undertaking our internal audit and PKF Littlejohn Ltd will be the external auditors for 
most Babergh parishes. 
 
Mr Scott asked Mr French to take the floor: 
Mr French explained that he had always been interested in aviation, especially during WW11.  
Last year he had become involved with the 447 Bomber Group which had an association with 
Rattlesden Airfield during the war.  Mr French gave a short history on how the American Airforce 
came into the war and its impact on this area.  Many planes and men were lost during this time.  
On the 2nd October 1944 thirty three planes took off for Kassel in Germany but two collided on 
the way out.  One came down at Wetherden Hall and the other at end of Valley Road, 
Kettlebaston.  There is to be a memorial placed in the memory of those lost in the crash on the 
road near Wetherden Hall and Mr French read out what will be put on the memorial.  A gap in 
the hedge can be seen where the plane came down.   The original 447 Bomber Group was 
disbanded after the war but there is still a 447 Expedition Force and they are still in touch with 
those from the original Group who are still alive and their relations.  Some are coming over here 
on the 29th June for a reunion at Rattlesden and it is hoped to have the memorial dedicated at 
the same time.   If you stand at memorial site and look across the field you can see where the 
other plane came down at Kettlebaston. 
 
Mr Scott thanked Mr French for a very interesting talk and wished him all the best in the venture. 
 
 The meeting then closed at 8.20pm. 


