
Minutes of Hitcham Parish Council Meeting held on 
Monday 11th November 2019 in Hitcham Village Hall commencing at 7.30pm 

 
Present:  Allan Scott, Chairman; Pauline Squirrell; Wendy Crease; Paul Marshall; Jim Morgan; 
Rob Whiting; Cllr Robert Lindsay and Doreen Neun, Clerk 
 
 
 

 
Apologies for Absence: 
None had been received. 
 
Declaration of Pecuniary Interest: 
None declared 
 
Minutes of Meeting held on Monday 12th September 2019: 
These were signed as being a true record of that meeting.  Proposed: Mr Scott.  
Seconded:  Mr Marshall 
 
Matters Arising from Meeting held on 12th September 2019: 
a)  Neighbourhood Plan:  We have received a further CIL payment which could be used 
towards a residents survey.   Mr Morgan had done some investigation and reported that 
Lawshall is very similar to Hitcham.  We need to decide what we really want in Hitcham.  
We would probably want to keep Hitcham as it is.  We do not want to lose the shop, hall 
or bus and we recognise that there needs to be a little extra housing.  If we want to 
cover the whole of the Parish, Babergh cannot refuse.   Mr Morgan suggested taking this 
forward and applyiung to Babergh and say way we want whole parish.  The difficult area 
is housing and fitting in with Babergh’s housing policy.  Mr Scott said we would need to 
consult the Parish to see what they would want as there are different issues in various 
parts of the village.  All agreed that the application form should be completed and sent 
to Babergh.  Mr Morgan will complete the form and forward to the Clerk who needs to 
sign it as second signatoree before it is sent.  Members of the Parish can be part of a 
sub-committee for a Neighbourhood Plan if one is set up. 
b)  Fourth Post for SID:  Mr Scott has written to Highways regarding the missing post 
which should have been placed near The Ranch on The Water Run, but has not had a 
response yet.  It was agreed to copy Cllr Lindsay in on any further correspondence.  
Funding had been agreed for a fourth post.  Mr Scott has the documentation which was 
signed off. 
c)  Loss of Bus Route:  Elmsett Parish Council are happy to hold a meeting with those 
Parish Councils who are affected by the possible loss of their bus.  It was agreed that the 
Clerk would contact Elmsett and suggest the 20th January 2020 as a possible meeting 
date. 
d)  Neighbourhood Watch Scheme:  Interested parties will be contracted and a meeting 
set up for the end of January.  Mr Scott will act as Chairman of that meeting. 
e)  Railing repair:  The Clerk had reported the problem with the railings on the hill on 
The Causeway on the Highways portal.  No response had been received so far. 
f)   Old School House hedge:  Contact still has to be made with the owner of the house. 
 
District/County Councillor’s Report: 
Cllr Lindsay reported on the following and a copy of his full report is attached to these 
Minutes. 
a)  County Cabinet reshuffle:  Richard Smith, Finance, has resigned and Gordon Jones 
has now taken over this role.  Mary Evans, Highways, has taken over Cllr Jones’ 
education role and Andrew Reid, pensions, has now been appointed cabinet member for 
Highways.  Mr Scott said it was a shame Mary Evans had moved from Highways as she 
had always been very helpful.                                                                                         
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2/cont….11.11.19 (Councillor’s report) 
 
b)  School Transport Review:  Mary Evans, in her new role in education, has apologised 
on the way this had been handled and Mark Haringham, Head of the County’s Fire 
Service, will be reviewing this.  There is still a huge backlog of appeals to be dealt with. 
c)  Public Buses:  Cllr Lindsay had asked Andrew Reid, Highways, if he would meet 
passenger groups in his division that are under threat from subsidy withdrawal.  His 
inbox is still being sorted but once this is done he will send a response.  Cllr Lindsay has 
since followed this up wioth an email request suggesting dates, but so far nothing has 
been fixed. 
d)  Health Visitors: Cllr Lindsay’s political group had been contacted by Suffolk Health 
visitors concerned that their numbers were cut by 41 to 117 following a new in-house 
contract which is £1 million cheaper than previously.  Also 3 out of 5 mandatory visits to 
parents of children are now not done by a qualified health visitor.  A motion asking for 
this policy to be reversed was rejected. 
e)  Boundary commission Shake Up of County Ward Boundaries:  This could involve 
cutting the number of County Councillors from 75 to 70 (Babergh would go from 10 to 
9).  This review should be completed by July 2020 and new boundaries will be known as 
divisions. 
f)  Babergh Name Change to South Suffolk:  This motion has now been withdrawn. 
g)  Free Swimming – Hadleigh, Sudbury & Stowmarket:  Both councils have agreed to 
extend their Under 17 free swims during October half term and Christmas holiday. 
 
Due to forthcoming General Election Cllr Lindsay will not be able to take anything 
forward until after it has taken place.    
           
Police Report: 
None was available and nothing had been heard of any incidents in this area recently. 
 
Community Play Area & Play Space Report: 
a)  The annual inspection report had been received from Babergh which the Clerk had 
circulated.  Having perused the report Councillors felt that action should be taken with 
regard to certain comments in the report.  The Clerk was asked to contact Giles Hill, who 
organised the implementation of the Play Area, to find out which company installed the 
equipment and to see whether they would be able to undertake necessary repairs.  Mr 
Morgan is quite prepared to speak with contractors with regard to work to be done.  It 
was suggested that an annual maintenance scheme should be put in place.   If 
necessary additional funding could be put aside, in addition to the annual budget, to 
cover this.    
b)  It was to be considered using some CIL money to put some adult fitness equipment 
in the Play Area. 
c)  The bins are now being used so it was decided to leave them in situ. 
d)  The wild grass area needs cutting down and the inside hedge needs trimming back.  
The Clerk was asked to contact Tye Farm Contractors to carry out this work. 
 
Chairman’s Report: 
Mr Scott had nothing further to add to what has already been covered. 
 
Correspondence: 
a)  Following on from the email regarding footpaths reported at the last meeting Mr 
Morgan had spoken with the resident concerned and it turned out that footpath 17 on 
the village map was in need of clearing in places.  Members of the public had been using 
paths in this area for many year and Mr Morgan suggested that talking to the farming  
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3/cont….11.11.19 (correspondence) 

  
neighbour.  Mr Whiting had recently walked footpath 17 and found it to be useable. 
b)  Babergh has released information on media release dates with regard to the Suffolk 
Fly-tipping campaign.  Mr Marshall said he had reported some fly-tipping he had found 
and had got a very quick response from  the council. 
 
Planning Matters: 
The following planning applications were discussed and the Clerk will respond to the 
Planning Department accordingly: 
a)  Cheyneys, The Causeway: erection of single and two storey rear extension:  The 
Council could find no reason to object to this application 
b)  Cheyneys, The Causeway: Erection of workshop/annexe (following demolition of 
existing garage): 
Although there were no major objections with this application there was a concern with  
the height of the annexe being seen from the road. 
c)  South Oak Cottage, The Causeway:  Convert garage into living accommodation (play 
room), replace roof and insert 4 no. roof lights. Replace flat roof to kitchen and replace 
flat roof to east elevation with pitched roof.  Replace windows and door.  Replace 
thatching: 
There was no objection to this planning application. 
d)  The Thatched Cottage, Water Run: Erection of single storey rear extension following 
demolition of existing extension raise eaves height and replace roof to rear: 
there was no objection to this planning application. 
 
Accounts: 
a)  The RFO circulated the current bank balances and up-to-date budget figures: 
     Hitcham Parish Account as per Statement 19 dated 1.11.19      
                 £17,235.51 
                 This includes £3,571.96 CIL receipt on 14.10.19 
                 Chq 319  Avenue East  £100.00 still outstanding 
     Hitcham Community & Play Area account as per Satement 11 dated 3.11.19 
                 £728.92 – all cheques cleared  
b)  There were no cheques to be signed at this meeting. 
c)  After discussion Mrs Squirrell proposed the precept for 2020 is not increased and 
remains at £7,500. Seconded: Mr Scott.   However, the final decision will be confirmed at 
the January meeting when the precept form will need to be signed. 
 
Any Other Business: 
Mrs Crease has arranged with Caroline Burt for Hitcham to be included in the new 
‘Roundabout’ being  published for free by Semer.  They had always wanted Hitcham to 
be included.  Mrs Crease was happy to act as co-ordinator for Hitcham articles which 
need to be received by the 10th of the previous month.  Information of other villages 
events and the adverts for local businesses have been missed.  The new ‘Roundabout’ 
covers the Monks Eleigh Benefice, and all the Bildeston Benefice with the exception of 
the village of Bildeston.  The magazines come in bundles of 25 and will need stapling and 
folding.  It would be nice to get one to every household.  Mr Marshall was asked if he 
would be prepared to deliver to his usual houses although it would be every month not 
quarterly as with Hitcham News.   It is hoped that those who delivered the previous 
magazine to outlying residents would be prepared to continue.  If not copies could be left 
in the shop and church.  Mr Whiting has a neighbour who would like to get involved.  
Hitcham News would continue for a couple more issues.   A long armed stapler would 
need to be purchased and people asked to help with folding and stapling.  It is hoped to 
start in January 2020. 
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4/cont….11.11.19 

 
 
 

 
 
Dates of 2020 Meetings: 
The following dates were agreed: 
Monday 13th January 
Monday  9th March:  Parish Council meeting commences at 7.00pm followed by the  
                             Annual Parish Meeting at 7.30pm 
Monday 11th May:    Annual Parish Council meeting 
Monday 13th July 
Monday 14th September 
Monday  9th November 
 
Unless stated otherwise meetings will commence at 7.30pm and all will be held in the 
Village Hall. 
 
Meeting closed at 8.50pm 
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