
Minutes of Hitcham Annual Parish Meeting held on Monday 12th March 2018 
Held in the Village Hall commencing a 7.30pm 

 
Present:  Allan Scott, Chairman; Pauline Squirrell; Wendy Crease; Brian Hubbard; Jim Morgan;  
               Rob Whiting; County Cllr Robert Lindsay; District Cllr Michael Creffield; Doreen Neun,  
               Parish Clerk; PC Chris Thomas and five residents. 
 
Mr Scott welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
Apologies for Absence: 
These were received from Paul Beedham. 
 
Minutes of Annual Parish Meeting held on Monday 13th March 2017: 
The Minutes were signed as being a true record of that meeting.  Proposed: Mr Morgan.  
Seconded: Mr Hubbard. 
 
Matters Arising from meeting held on 13th March 2017: 
There were none. 
 
County Councillor’s Report: 
Cllr Lindsay, who was elected in May 2017, reported on the following topics: 
a) Highways takes up a lot of his time, especially pot holes and signs.  He agreed with the 
previous County Councillor and would help contribute towards the cost of the speed watch sign.  
Mr Scott thanked Cllr Lindsay for this.  With his contribution of £1,000, plus VAT reimbursement, 
the Parish Council only had to pay for half the cost of the sign.  Following budget cuts, the 
County Council is holding a consultation to see whether Parish Councils could take on some of 
the minor jobs currently undertaken by Highways.  If they are it wants to find a way to accredit 
volunteers and contractors. 
b)  The Council budget for 2018-19 was agreed at a meeting in February. His Group, including  
the Liberal Democrats, Greens and Independent Group were concerned over the number of 
proposed cuts and were unable to support the budget.  A Labour Group amendment to reverse 
minor cuts was voted down by the Conservative administration who passed the budget 
proposals.  His group did not agree to putting up the Council Tax as the reserves are quite high. 
c)  Cllr Lindsay and his group have concerns over the accountability and transparency of Suffolk 
Public Sector Leaders (SPSL).  The SPSL controls a large amount of money from the Suffolk 
business rates pool and central government funding received as part of the Transformation 
Challenge Award.  Their meetings are held in private with no minutes and neither residents nor 
councillors are made aware of the group’s decisions and this is concerning.  Cllr Lindsay and his 
group have been campaigning to get them to report to the public and following a recent meeting 
with Suffolk County Council’s interim Chief Executive the SPSL will be reviewing its governance 
arrangements. 
d)  The Cabinet have approved the ‘Raising the Bar’ 2018-20 strategy, the third of the 
programme to improve Suffolk educational standards to try and put Suffolk in the top 25% 
nationally.  However, this will not be achievable unless the Cabinet puts in adequate investment. 
e)  Suffolk Cabinet has agreed to set up an outcomes-based contract to support adolescents on 
the edge of care by providing intensive therapeutic support via a private service provider which 
will keep them with their families and not in Council care. The contract will be awarded in 
summer 2018 with an autumn start date.  The contact will be funded by a Social Impact Bond 
provided by private investors who will receive a return on investment if the service is successful 
at keeping children out of care.                                                                Cont…. 



2/12.3.18 cont/Dst Cllr report: 
 
f)  Mr Scott asked Cllr Lindsay to confirm that there was no funding available in Highways to 
improve the access and parking arrangements in Causeway Estate.  Cllr Lindsay agreed this 
was the case and he would not have enough in his budget to help either.  It was hoped that the 
residents could come to an agreement as to which side of the road they parked to free access for 
other users and especially emergency vehicles.  
 
District Councillor’s Report: 
a)  Cllr Creffield remarked that the problem at Causeway Estate has been on-going for some 
time.  He had spoken to Highways himself last year and the result was just the same - there was 
no funding available.  He had spoken to the police about it but they can only help if they are 
called where there is an incident when an emergency vehicle cannot get access.   A suggestion 
of crowd funding had been made.  Cllr Creffield had spoken to Highways in February asking if 
Suffolk Highways could help towards cost and if so how much would we have to find, but has not 
heard back yet.  Cllr Lindsay asked to be kept informed.  PC Thomas said reports of obstruction 
should go direct to the Safer Neighbourhood Team who can hand out an enforcement ticket.  Mr 
Scott suggested a village meeting with Causeway Estate residents and the police.  PC Thomas 
felt that a solution could be found with a bit of advice.  Both Cllr Lindsay and Cllr Creffield said 
they would also attend.  Cllr Creffield hopes to get a response from Highways before any meeting 
takes place. 
b)  District Council Tax is due to rise by 3.25% for 2018/19. This means a £10 per annum 
increase for largest property and £3.33 for the smallest.   
c)  Council rents will decrease by 1% which equates to a reduction of 90p per week. 
d)  Council is ending credit card transaction charges. 
e)  Most effective way of contacting Highways to report a problem or issue is:  
       Http://highwaysreporting.suffolk.gov.uk or 0345 606 6171. 
f)  The Council has a department called Multi-agency Safeguarding hub and he has information 
to help with the procedures to follow should anyone have suspicions/allegations they wished to 
take forward. 
g)   Over 1000 people waiting for affordable housing.  Affordable housing rent should be 80% of 
the average local market rent.  Mortgage payments should be above rental cost but below the 
market value.  Some starter homes will be sold at 20% below market value for first time buyers 
under 40.   Anyone wanting more information can call 0300 123 4000 for advice or go on 
www.babergh.gov.uk.   
g)  Since Council offices moved to Endeavour House in Ipswich, Corks Lane offices in Hadleigh 
are being used by the police for dog training.  Eventually houses will be built on land and the 
listed part of the building will be turned into flats. 
 
Police Report: 
Mr Scott formally welcomed PC Thomas to the meeting. 
a)  If anyone wants to see what the SNT covers please look on the SNT website. 
b)  With regard to speeding he is quite happy to come out with speed gun.  If a ticket is issued 
there is a part which asked if road signs are in good condition and clean.  Mr Scott said one of 
the worst drivers caught by our Community Speedwatch was doing 67mph in our 30mph limit.  
Our signs are cleaned when we do our annual litter pick. 
c)  With regard to safeguarding if anyone has a concern about anyone, especially young or old 
people, please go through police. This will raise a vulnerable persons report which goes to the 
MASH team. .                                                                                              
              cont….   

http://highwaysreporting.suffolk.gov.uk/
http://www.babergh.gov.uk/


3/12.3.18 cont…  
 
d)  A resident asked if he know whether the Council had come to a decision as to whether 
Community Speedwatch was going to be allowed to continue.  PC Thomas said he would try and 
find out  
 
Chairman’s Report: 
a)  Mr Scott thanked PC Thomas for his report and time. 
b)  Thanks were given to Mr Marshall for co-ordinating the village Speedwatch team.  A couple of 
statistics:  32 caught at over 40mph in one hour; 1 driver at 67mph at the Water Run; one driver 
caught twice in one day; roadsweeping lorry logged at over 40mph.  The police only get involved 
when one driver has been caught three times which initiates a visit, although they get regular 
information from the team.  Mr Scott explained the Speedwatch system.  The team have police 
training and are effectively acting on behalf of Suffolk police when on duty.  Any attack, verbal or 
otherwise, on a member of the team is classed as a public order offence.  The team works in 
threes and would like some more members to join.   
c)  The new VAS sign should arrive very soon.  It has been paid for and the council have put the 
necessary posts in.  We paid a little extra to have a data recording system incorporated.  Thanks 
go to County Cllrs Jenny Antill and Robert Lindsay for agreeing to help fund the VAS. 
d)  The recent bad weather has shown how important our shop is to the village.  Thanks go to 
Ruth Crocket and her team for the work they do.  The shop is an asset we must not lose. 
e)  New GDPR rules are coming into force in May but it is believed that Parish Councils will not 
have to have a Data Protection Officer.  Our web site is already compliant and we must ensure 
that we are careful with what information we keep. 
f)  Mr Scott has taken on the Village Newsletter.  There will still be four issues a year.  
Contributions to the newsletter should be sent to news@hitchamsuffolk.org.uk. Thanks go to Mr 
Marshall who delivers most of the copies and to Hamish Neill who does the folding and prepares 
them for distribution.  Outlying residents will still receive their copies as before thanks to Ann 
Turner and her team. 
g)  The annual Play Area inspection did not find any serious faults and is looking much better.  It 
is important to keep it in good, safe order for the children who use it.  Simon Squirrell will keep 
hedges cut as it is too thick to get wire out.  If anyone has any ideas for new equipment please 
let the Parish Council know. 
 
Finance:   
The current bank balances are as follows: 
 Hitcham Parish Council account  £11,987.01 
         (still to clear: cheque for £50 and international transfer for VAS sign £3,158.44) 
 Hitcham Community Play Area account £247.87  (all cheques cleared)  
Mrs Neun explained that there was a change in external auditor this year and our internal audit 
was being done by Suffolk Association of Local Councils.  As our income is less than £25,000 
there should be no charge for the audit.  Mrs Neun explained what information now has to be 
put on the village website to comply with the Transparency Code.     
 
Any Other Business: 
a)  The village litter pick is taking place from 9.30am this coming weekend. 
b)  Thanks were given to G & H Squirrels & Sons for keeping the road open between Hitcham 
and Stowmarket during the recent ‘Beast from the East’ snow.      
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