
HITCHAM VILLAGE HALL
The Village Hall needs more help!

Hitcham is fortunate to have a hall like ours. It was built 
nearly 50 years ago, but thanks to the care and attention 
of management committees over the years it has always 
maintained a high standard. The present committee are 
fortunate to have a competent treasurer, secretary  and 
bookings secretary, but more support is needed - and you 
don’t need to attend meetings.

It would be good to have a volunteer to help keep the front 
parking area tidy. More people are needed to help run the 
bar, especially if we are to continue the monthly Pub Nights. 
The cleaning cupboard needs someone to keep it stocked  
for our cleaner. Perhaps you have new ideas for events that 
you could help organise. And it would be a great help to  
have a vice chairperson to relieve Ruth Crockett of some of 
her responsibilities. 

Our next meeting  is on Tuesday 13 March at 7.30pm.  Do 
come, or leave your name and contact number at the shop.

Saturday Coffee Mornings
There are three organisations which arrange events in the 
village for the community to enjoy and also to raise funds.

The Festival Committee organise The Produce Show, 
The Village Walk and this year The Dog Show. At the end 
of the year any profit made is shared between the various 
organisations and sometimes part of it is given to a charity.

The Village Hall  The Committee Members raise money to 
maintain the hall.

All Saints’ Church  The Church has to find a huge amount of 
money each year to cover its ever increasing costs. 

On every third Saturday morning in the month these 
organisations take a turn in running the coffee mornings. 
There are homemade cakes for sale and a small raffle; coffee 
and biscuits are free! 

Do pop in for a chat – you’ll be helping our community!
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Parish Council News
Annual Council Tax 2018/19

We should soon all be receiving the annual notification 
regarding our Council Tax. On it you will notice that the 
Hitcham portion of the annual cost has changed slightly 
from last year.  This was due to the Parish Council feeling a 
small increase was needed to help cover the additional costs 
it will incur on the village’s behalf in the coming year, on top 
of its normal donations and expenses.

The small amount of income the Parish Council receives 
from Council Tax receipts every year covers all village 
and Community Play Area improvements, repairs and 
other related costs. For example, in the coming year the 
Council will have to replace some Community Speedwatch 
equipment.  There’s a need for a lockable noticeboard as we 
must now display more legal notices and information.  And 
the Play Area is in urgent need of important maintenance 
work – without considering any other costs that may arise.

To take account of these expenses the annual Council Tax 
for a Band D residence will be £23.64, an increase of 6.30%, 
with a proportionate increase or decrease for higher or 
lower Council Tax Bands. Any increase is always regrettable, 
but your Council feels small increases over several years are 
better than an unexpectedly large rise in a future year.

The Parish Council has always used its finances for the 
benefit of the village, though at times progress can seem 
very slow!   However, after a very lengthy process we 
have purchased, and are awaiting the arrival of, a Vehicle 
Activated Speed sign. This will appear on one of the three 
posts sited on the B1115 as it runs through the village. 

We very much hope that this sign will go some way to 
reducing the speed of vehicles through Hitcham.

Please join us for the Parish Council AGM on 12 
March at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall

Please send items for the next newsletter by 20 MayThe Hitcham Poison Mystery 
& Suffolk Ghost Stories

Just a reminder that this performance, postponed from 3 
March, will be given on 23 March in the Village Hall. Doors 

open at 7.00 pm. Tickets still available from the shop.

For up to date village news and diary dates, 
don’t forget to check the village website at 

hitchamsuffolk.org.uk
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Annual Litter Pick & Spring Clean, 17 March
Meet at the Village Hall at 9.30 am - do come and give a 

few hours of your time over the weekend. Please register 
with Pauline Squirrell on 01449 740720 so she can plan 

routes and ensure we have enough pickers.



March

6 7.30pm After Sevens: The Life of a Veterinary 
Nurse

11 11.00am Mothering Sunday Service in the church

12 7.30pm Annual Parish Council Meeting, 
Village Hall

13    7.30pm  Village Hall Meeting

16  7.00pm Pub Night, Village Hall

17 9.30am Litter Pick starts at Village Hall

10.00-
11.30am

Coffee Morning, 
Village Hall

20 7.30pm After Sevens Fashion Show by 
Style@Stow

23 7.00pm The Hitcham Poison Mystery & Suffolk 
Ghost Stories – Village Hall (Postponed 
from 3 March)

25 10.30 Palm Sunday Walk of Witness from Free 
Church to Parish Church (hopefully with 
donkeys!)

 
April

4 After Sevens.  Regent Theatre for Son of a 
Preacher

17 7.30pm After Sevens. T.B.A.

20 7.00pm Pub Night, Village Hall

21 10.00-
11.30am

Coffee Morning, Village Hall

 
May

1 7.30pm After Sevens.  I am Happy, I am a Crier

8 7.30pm Village Hall Annual General Meeting

14 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting

15 7.30pm After Sevens, Royal Party

18 7.00pm Pub Night, Village Hall

20 10.00-
11.30am

Coffee Morning, 
Village Hall

28 Dog Show  and Table Top Sale, Village Hall

29 7.30pm After Sevens AGM.  Speaker  from SARS & 
Taste In

 
June

6 6.30pm Friends of Hitcham Church AGM (in church)

15 7.00pm Pub Night, Village Hall

16 Coffee Morning, Causeway House Farm & 
open garden

***www.hitchamsuffolk.org.uk***
Speedwatch News

In the whole of 2018, just in Suffolk, Speedwatch volunteers 
recorded and reported to the police a total of 12,606 drivers 
travelling at speeds over 35 mph in areas restricted to 30 
mph. When you consider the tiny proportion of the county’s 
road network being covered, and the few hours being 
monitored, it doesn’t take a mathematical genius to estimate 
the full scale of the reckless driving problem in our area.

You may have wondered why you haven’t seen us out and 
about recently in our hi-vis jackets. Well, it was not because 
of the nasty weather - we’re made of tougher stuff than that 
- but it was due to battery problems with the equipment. We 
have now rectified those, so we’ll be back by the roadside 
again very soon!  (Just give us a cheery wave as you drive by 
at 30mph – people often do.)

Here in the village last year we recorded:

• a top speed of 67 mph up on the Water Run. 

• a record-breaking number of 32 speeders in a single  
one-hour session, the vast majority of whom were 
driving over 40mph, not just carelessly breaking the 
speed limit.

• one driver twice in a day – in the morning driving at 
44mph and in the afternoon at 42mph, each time with a 
child in a car-seat. 

• our first road-sweeper lorry (doing well over 40mph)

If you would like to join us in the Speedwatch Team, your 
help would be very much appreciated. Just give me a call on 
01449 741093 and you can be out making Hitcham a safer 
place almost immediately.

Paul Marshall

FRIENDS OF HITCHAM CHURCH
A big ‘thank you’ to everyone who has joined!

The Tower Project received approval in principle this week 
from the Church of England planning authorities, with just 
the finer details to be checked out by church architects.

This process, called a ‘Faculty’, is to ensure the work will 
be to the highest standard and appropriate for a Grade One 
listed building.

We have virtually raised 1/3 of the money needed, thanks to 
some very generous support from charities and donations. 
Our Heritage Lottery Application first stage application is 
complete, so wish us luck with that; and for anyone who has 
been meaning to join by taking out the £12/yr membership 
but hasn’t quite done it yet, forms are in the Post Office or 
you can email rnfcurrie@hotmail.co.uk. Being able to 
demonstrate village support through membership is very 
important when applying for grants.

And finally, our AGM will be on Wednesday 6 June at 
6.30pm in the church, with tours of the tower.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY


